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OUR NEW PASTOR

Rebecca experience in a variety of minis- Mercyhurst College. They have
Aist McFee tries. She has served churches two children Giles, and Isaac.
has been in Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and Rebecca begins her work with

appointed England. She has taught classes 5 aygust 1. Her specific re-
to our on comparative religion at Mer- sponsibilities will be deter-
church. She cyhurst College. She has been mined as the clergy staff meet
and her working with young adults, and at the end of August.
family have in pastoral care. Rebecca is

moved here from Erie, Pennsyl- married to Daniel who is Assis-

vania. She brings over 15 years tant Professor of Social Ethics at

s MARTHA CONANT RECOGNIZED
AS “OUTSTANDING LAY
e All Church Picnic s P EA K E R ”

e Money Matters

Martha Conant, a Certified Lay Speaker, and member of
First UMC, Fort Collins, has been recognized as an
o Storage Cleaning “Outstanding Lay Speaker”. One of four lay speakers cho-
e Learning for Life sen within Rocky Mountain Conference for 2008, the award
was presented during the Rocky Mountain Annual Confer-
ence of The United Methodist Church in Grand Junction on June 27.

e Hands for Hope

e Outstanding Lay Speaker

e Making Life Better with Good
is Not Good Enough See page 9 for the nomination submitted by Rae Batch, who has served as the

Peaks Sub district Director of Lay Speaking Ministries.

e Sunday Morning Coffee Hour
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Killed By A 21-Gun Salute

By Charles Schuster

I’'m not exactly sure where | read this and some of
the details of what | read may be a little vague so if
it didn’t happen the way | reported it or to the per-
son of whom it was reported, it must have hap-
pened somewhere to somebody. | think it was while
| was researching the sermon for July 5t. | was look-
ing for examples of patriotism. | wanted to preach a
sermon that acknowledges the importance of patri-
otic zeal as it is tempered by the dictates of our
Christian tradition. It is important that we explore
what the division between church and state means
to us as citizens and believers.

It was probably Paul Harvey who first told this story.
If he didn’t he would have been someone who
would have told it well. As | remember it the man in
question was somebody name Robert Morris. | think
there is a school named after him. | believe he was
one of the signors of the Declaration of Independ-
ence. | also have learned he was one of those who
provided some of the financial resources to the
Revolutionary War soldiers when the situation was
desperate. If it hadn’t been for Robert Morris there
is a good chance the revolution would have failed.

A grateful government wished to thank Robert offi-
cially and to provide him with the adulation that was
due him. They invited him to attend a special cere-
mony aboard a ship docked in the harbor. The year
was 1806. It was an elderly Robert Morris who
boarded his small boat that plied the waters in ren-
dezvous with the large war ship. The ceremony was
beautiful. The bands were playing. Robert was
awarded special medals for his service and his gen-
erous gift. With tears of appreciation in his eyes he
reboarded his little vessel and he was rowed back
to shore. In a final display of affectionate apprecia-
tion the captain of the war ship ordered the can-
nons fired in a final and parting tribute. Unfortu-
nately Robert Morris was still within the range of the
cannons and one inadvertently hit his row boat and
he was killed by those who sought to pay him hom-
age.
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What does this mean to us? What is being said to
us and how does it drive us to live our lives be-
cause of this tragic story?

There is a quote from Craig Nelson’s book Rocket
Men. The book is about the space program and
the landing on the moon. The person quoted is
flight director Gerry Griffin:

“I wonder if twenty years from now, or maybe
fifty—let’s say fifty years from now, people are go-
ing to look back and—we did all of that roughly in
the mid-1900s. Just to make it for the sake of ar-
gument, they’re going to look back and say, ‘You
know, those people created that great hardware.
They did all of those neat missions to the Moon
and back in the mid-1900s or so! And then they
did—they stopped.’” And they’ll wonder why.”

What have we done with our lives? What are we
doing? If we can’t think of the next attempt; if we
remain stuck where we are, waiting to be recog-
nized for our accomplishment, we, like Robert
Morris, are likely to be blown out of the water by
the salute that is established to offer us praise.

| am beginning the seventh year at First Church.
We have accomplished great things in these
years. We have renovated the church building,
built a south entrance, built a columbarium,
raised the money to build a habitat house, created
a library that has won an international award,
helped establish a new congregation in Welling-
ton, and been recognized as the fastest growing
church in the Rocky Mountain Conference.

What is there left for us to do? Have we done it
all? Are we finished?

| don’t believe we are finished. We haven’t arrived.
We are just getting started toward even greater
days and bigger accomplishments. If we stop
dreaming and focusing our lives and our ministry,
someone will look at what we’ve done and they
will ask, “Why did they stop?”
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MEMBERSHIP MEMOS

Baptism: * Susan Sutton grew up as a member of FUMC
when the church was located on College. She
moved away for many years but has returned to
Fort Collins and has been attending FUMC
New Members: again. We are happy to welcome her back to

* Gordan and Helen McPherson have returned to FUMC.
FUMC. They both enjoy reading. Gordon volun- Deaths:
teers at the Food Bank and works with Ki-
wanis. Helen also enjoys traveling, cooking,

Rylan Keene Abbott, son of Kent Abbott and Tara
Hallahan.

+ Leota Birkenbine

and playing bridge. i Sylvia Henderson, mother of Bill Henderson
i \
* Terry Deniston is a teacher at Tavelli Elemen- (wife Jan) and Carol Neal. Q: N ‘\
o \

tary and enjoys gardening and theology. :

JOB OPPORTUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

FUMC now has a job board. Located on the kiosk in Fellowship Hall, you will find

all current job opportunities posted. If you have any job opportunities to post or Mark your
are looking for a specific type of work, please contact Kathleen Blevens at calendar...
kblevens1475@yahoo.com.
Sunday,
August 23rd!

ALL CHURCH PICNIC

Sunday, August 23rd + Gamesstartat 10:45 « Lunch begins at 12:00
Lunch will be provided (hot dogs, chips, watermelon, etc.). We will also have a sno-cone and cotton candy
- machine. Lots of games for the family...Bouncy Castle, dunk tank, carnival

games, clown and face painting. The Stover Street Stompers and fish will be

GOLF OUTING FOR FUMC YOUTH

Please Save the date: Sunday Aug 16t 1PM - City Park...4 person scramble...$50
per player.. to benefit the youth group...additional info in the coming weeks...
Contact Lee at 225-3731 or Tom at 229-9984 for further information.
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BIG THANKS TO THE SPONSORS

This July marked the end of my
fourth year as the Youth Minis-
ter at FUMC and | am looking
ahead to an exciting fifth year
leading the youth of this church.
We have an exciting program
filled with a variety of opportuni-
ties for young people to dig deep
into their faith and develop as
21st century Christians. Itis my
honor and privilege to work with
this amazing group of young
people. That being said there
are several unsung heroes of
the youth program without
whom nothing would ever hap-
pen. These dedicated and vital
people are known as Youth
Sponsors. These are the amaz-
ing adults who give of their time

UMYF FALL KIC

August 29-30

Summer is flying by
fast and we are al-
ready planning for
fall. MARK YOUR
CALENDARS for Saturday August
29t, That is when we will hold our

and energies to mentor youth
along their spiritual journeys.
They come on trips and stay up
late, they lead discussions and
share their own faith journeys,
they listen to young people tell
their stories of joy and chal-
lenge, they lead small group
ministries and they have all an-
swered the call to ministry in a
most profound way. The spon-
sor team includes Ken Nicolai,
Jill Phipps, Andrew Hudson,
Dayna Newby, Abby Kershaw,
Linda Graham, and AJ Bush.
This list also includes the many
parents and other adults who
have joined us on trips, facili-
tated our Human Sexuality work-
shops, provided meals, driven

K-OFF LOCK-IN

annual Kick-Off Lock-In. There will
be food, games, worship, fun and
more. Things get started at 6:00

for events, taught Sunday School,
and served on the Youth Council.
Without this amazing group of
people there could be no Youth
Program and | just wanted to be-
gin this year by thanking them all
for their commitment to the young
people of this church. If you have
ever thought about how you can
make an impact, or share your
experience of God - consider join-
ing our program as an adult spon-
sor. We have a variety of opportu-
nities and time commitments to fit
most schedules. Contact Rev.
Joel Kershaw if you want to ex-
plore the many ways you can help
shape the faith of this next gen-
eration!

A successful life is
not an easy life. It
is built upon strong
qualities: sacrifice,

endeavor, loyalty,

p.m. and we will finish by attending
9:15 service on Sunday morning.

Join us for this and all the Fall
events at UMYF.

integrity.
—Grant D. Brandon

STORY TIME FOR CHILDREN & PARENTS

Come, bring the kids, grandparents

too! On Wednesdays, August 5th

and 12th Bev Halperin will be reading some of the best loved chil-

dren stories. Join Bev at 10:00 a.m

Colorado Faith Library. A snack is served during the

story time.

. in our Northern
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MONEY MATTERS

Operating Budget

Revenue thru July 15: $553,449
Expenses thru July 15: $552,050
Debts:

Loan Balance: $ 42,280
Organ Renovation Due: $2,754
Special Collections:

Habitat House Donations: $53,657

LAMMP Donations: $3,077
Benevolences paid:

Wider Missions: $74,955
Larimer Food Bank $ 500

EARTH TIPS..

Great Local Produce, honey,
earthworms (sometimes), crafts
and the like are now in full
abundance at area Farmers’
Markets:

e Larimer County Market -
Larimer County Courthouse

parking lot, Saturdays 8:00 -
12:00 now through October.

e Drake Road Market - corner
of Drake and Shields, Saturdays
10:00 - 1:00 now through end
of September.

e Fort Collins Market - Har-
mony and Lemay, Sunday and
Wednesday 11:00 - 3:00 now
through October.

Catholic Charities (Mission)$ 800
Homelessness Prevention $ 400
Emergency Assistance $ 615

Native American Ministries$ 2,506

Camp Hope $ 3,841
UMCOR $ 3,139

Total Benevolences paid $86,756

| have a great
need for Christ; |
have a great
Christ for my
need.

—C.H. Spurgeon

Celebrating 17 years of reporting
on environmental and recycling
issues, a visit to Earth 911
(www.Earth911.com) can be fasci-
nating. It is a wonderful resource
for recycling questions locally as
well as what is happening environ-
mentally globally.

One of the words that emerged
several years ago in the ecological
movement was Sustainability. Just
what does that mean? How do we
create a sustainable future for the
planet as we continue to manu-

facture and collect stuff? L

L)

The following link will take
you to a website with a very
clear explanation of how
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MID-YEAR
FINANCIAL

Sometimes hard times help us
realize what is really important.
Evidence of that seems to be
reflected in your giving to the
church for the first six months of
2009. Incredibly, after 6%
months we are in the black!
That shows great enthusiasm
for what is happening at First
United Methodist. Thank you to
all who have been so faithful,
and thank you to God for being
the inspiration for us all.

an economy based on consum-
erism works. What would it be
like to have an economy based
on education? What would it be
like to have an economy based
on health? What might it be like
to have an economy based on
spiritual awareness?

Take the time to watch this fas-
cinating exploration of the con-
sumer economy. Learn about
your stuff where it comes from
and where it goes. The video
takes about 20 minutes to
watch: www.StoryOfStuff.com

Enjoy the rest of your holiday,
I'm really digging mine!

The FUMC Earth Worm
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$100 A DAY FOR EXPANDING OUR

MINISTRIES

July 9th: Celebrating 60 years of marriage, given by Alyce and Fred Kaehler.

HANDS FOR HOPE -

You're on a winning team with
FUMC’s Hands for Hope - Habitat
Build! Here’s the current score.

From scratch, you have contributed
well over $62,000.....an amount that:

+  Meets our total financial require-
ment to fund construction of a
home for the Garza family, and

+  To contribute to the building of
another Habitat for Humanity de-
serving family in an underdevel-
oped country elsewhere in the
world.

THANKS!

We have all met the delightful Garza
family, Jennifer, Jose’ and Ysabel.
They visited with us at Church on July
12, and were present along with
many of you for the Ground Blessing
ceremonies held July 26.

Ground excavation and foundation
pouring occurred the latter part of

July. And then..WOW...the two-day
Blitz Build on July 31 - August 1. If

you were not there to see the
“sprouting” from foundation to a
framed home in two amazing days,
you missed a real event. No one
can doubt that the Garza’s will
have a new home...possibly as
early as Christmas this year.

But Folks, we are in the real con-
struction period now! Miraculous
support has come from lots of peo-
ple in the past six months, but from
now until completion is when “the
rubber meets the road” for con-
struction volunteers. We need your
continued miraculous support.
Those who have already spent a
day or more on the job site know
what a rewarding experience it is.

You don’t have to be construction-
experienced, or unusually strong,
or only male to make a real contri-
bution. Just volunteer and sign-up
to work at one, or even several, of
FUMC’s Build Saturdays (two per
month from now until completion).
You are also welcomed and needed

HABITAT BUILD

every Thursday or Friday. We’'ll
make sure you get appropriate in-
struction on how to complete the
tasks needed that day. On Satur-
days, you’ll even get watered and
fed.

But you must volunteer...and there
is a required process to register
first with the Habitat for Humanity
organization. After registration, you
specify dates to work. Log on to
the church website to register your-
self: www.fc

fumec.net. a

) h
Questions? Goodness is the
Contact Larry only investment
Artman (266- that never fails.
1116,
l.artman@ —Henry Daivd
comcast.net) Thoreau

or Rich Fisher

(221-4389,

rich.fisher@ comcast.net). Or see
the Display Board in Fellowship
Hall for more detail. JUST DO IT...
NOW.

STORAGE CLEANING/ORGANIZING PROJECT.

The church garage sale that was
scheduled for August has been
canceled. The Trustee Commit-
tee planned to coordinate the
organizing and cleaning of the
storage areas with the garage
sale. The cancellation of the

garage sale provides additional
time to complete this project. The
Trustee Committee plans to start,
in August, exploring each storage
closet in an attempt to determine
which church committee has
items stored in a specific area.

The Trustee Committee would
appreciate assistance from vol-
unteers to complete this project.
Contact Gary Gramlick at 221-
4490.
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Summer Book and Movie Reviews!
What better way to spend a summer evening than engaging in a through-provoking
conversation about an interesting book or film? Mark these dates on your calendar now.

August 5: Gran Torino

The film Gran Torino starring Clint Eastwood shows a grizzled Korean War veteran struggling
with his prejudices and coming to terms with a changing world. The film will be shown at 5 pm
followed by a discussion led by Rev. Ray Miller at 7:15 pm. NOTE: This film is rated R for
language and some violence throughout.

7 p-m. August 12: The Way of the Wilderness
by Gerald G. May

This presentation will be made by Ray Miller. The subtitle is ‘Experiencing the Healing Power of
Nature.” Dr. May chronicles his own experience of entering into the wilderness alone and
discovering himself anew. He wrote this book, published in 2006, shortly before his death in
2005.

7 pm, August 26: Jesus, Interrupted by Bart Enrman

This book invites us to look at the bible as a document that is filled with meaning but is also
full of inconsistencies. It is an honest reflection on the bible and Ehrman believes the bible is
a book of incredible faith and meaning. The discussion will open our eyes and our minds and

make us think about some things we probably have not considered.

Wednesday Theological Study
By Richard Jansen and Charles Schuster
Marcus Borg and N.T. Wright The Meaning of Jesus; Two Visions
Beginning Wednesday, August 5 = Noon - 1 pm

This is an opportunity to rethink our ideas about Jesus. The book was co-authored by two
biblical scholars who have very different ideas and the class will be led by two leaders who
have equally different ideas. The differences in the book and the class presentations will
enable those who attend to explore their own ideas within a context of openness and respect.

Two Talks by Dr. William Cavanaugh,
Associate Professor of Theology at the University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minnesota
Economics, Simplicity and Faithful Christian Living
August 23 = 1:30 pm

In this time of complex economic-ecological challenges, we are invited to ask ourselves some
questions: What is abundance? How much is enough? How are we to live together on this
planet? Our adult Sunday School classes are exploring these questions in preparation for Dr.
Cavanaugh'’s visit. To learn more, check out these resources at our Northern Colorado Faith
Library:
+  Being Consumed by William T. Cavanaugh
Money and Faith: The Search for Enough edited by Michael Schut

+  How Much is Enough? By Arthur Simon, founder of Bread for the World

7 pm = Why Torture Prevails
Given the wide spectrum of responses to reports of U.S. torture of terrorism suspects, it’s clear

Continues on page 8...



Learning for Life continues...

that torture has an important role to play in how we imagine who we and our enemies are. Dr. Cavanaugh,
author of Torture and Eucharist, examines the role of torture in the U.S. popular imagination and what a
Christian response might be. Our Northern Colorado Faith Library has related resources, including Dr.
Cavanaugh’s book and “The Long Shadow of Torture”, an audio recording of Krista Tippett’s interview with
Darius Rejali, professor of sociology at Reed College and author of Torture and Democracy.

Drawing Closer to God: A Creativity and Journaling/Sketching Workshop
Presented by Susie Mottashed
September 19, 2009 = 9 am to 3 pm
Draw closer to God by creating your own spiritual sketchbook journal. No prior sketching experience is
necessary - all are welcomed. You’ll improve your observation skills while nurturing your creativity. The cost
for this workshop is $20 - pre-registration begins August 16t in Fellowship Hall.

Sacred Feminine Getaway
An overnight retreat Facilitated by Roberta Binder
November 13, 2009
Open to all the amazing women of First Church, we will be going to Highlands Retreat Center over-looking
beautiful Mt Meeker. The group will come together to explore women’s role as it relates to the Sacred
Feminine in the church of today and tomorrow. We will: release and absorb, discover and expand, through
meditation, prayer, devotions, sacred adventures and new relationships. There is limited space, let's come
together in Loving Fellowship.

Krista Tippett
Host of the NPR show Speaking of Faith with Krista Tippett and Author of Speaking of Faith
Will speak at FUMC on November 11
Winner of a Peabody Award, Speaking of Faith with Krista Tippett is public radio’s weekly program about
“religion, meaning, ethics, and ideas”. In interviews on such far-ranging topics as “Einstein and the Mind of
God”, “Diplomacy and Religion in the 21st Century”, and “Fishing with Mystery”, Krista creates an in-depth
dialogue on the intersection of religious ideas and real life. Visit www.speakingoffaith.org to learn more.

DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDIES FOR 2009-2010
Registration will begin for the Fall Disciple Classes in early August. The following will be offered:
Invitation to Romans

8Tuesdays, 6:30-8:30 P.M, beginning August 25- October 13. Gary Conner will facilitate this group.
“Discover how Paul’s letter to the Romans has shaped the church for 2000 years and its meaning for today.

Jesus in the Gospels
30 Fridays, 11:00 - 1:30 P.M. with lunch, beginning September 11. Elaine Irwin will be facilitator. This study
looks at the way each of the four Gospels presents Jesus and helps understand who Jesus is for us today.

Under the Tree of Life
32 Thursdays, 9:00 - 11:00 A.M., beginning September 10. Diane Smith will be facilitator. We will look at
the books of Proverbs, Psalms, and other OT Writings, as well as the Gospel of John, the Letters of John and
Jude and the Revelation of John, The focus is on living toward final completion of rest and reward.

Basic Bible for Beginners
is a 9 week class designed only for persons who feel they have little or no knowledge of the Bible and its
message. No one with biblical knowledge will be admitted to the class. So, if you would like to learn the
basics that could lead to more in-depth study, this is the class for you. Offered on Mondays beginning
September 21. Two times: 10:00 - 11:15 A.M. and 6:30 - 7:45 P.M. Leader is Ray Miller. Child care will be
provided if requested in advance.
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OUTSTANDING
Martha G. Conant

UAL Flight 232 departed Denver for
Chicago at 2:09 p.m. on July 19,
1989, with 285 passengers and
eleven crew members on board. At
3:16 p.m., number 2 engine blew
apart; shrapnel caused complete hy-
draulic failure. The DC-10 made an
emergency crash landing at Sioux
City, lowa, where it broke up on im-
pact, igniting the aircraft in a huge
fireball. There were 185 survivors; 13
walked away unhurt, including Martha
G. Conant, the Peaks Sub district
2008 Outstanding Lay Speaker.

A lay speaker/member at FUMC,
Fort Collins, since 1998, Martha
serves as Adult Education Coor-
dinator, leading a team which
plans, schedules, and promotes
educational opportunities,
speakers, and programs for
adults to support their spiritual
growth. She also participates in
the planning of studies and
speakers for the Open Hearts
Sunday School, and has led
some classes for the group.
With FUMC lay speakers, she

LAY SPEAKER

assists in communicating God’s
word for the 8 a.m. chapel wor-
ship, and serves at others dur-
ing the year, including monthly
caring services at a local nursing
home. She has been an equali-
zation delegate and delegate
from her church to Annual Con-
ference, and in 2007 was a can-
didate for election as a delegate
to General Conference.

Martha co-chaired her church’s
sponsorship of a caring and
communicating event, bringing
the authors of The Faith Club, a
Christian, a Jew, and a Muslim,
to Fort Collins in order to foster
interfaith dialogue in the com-
munity. Over 500 people at-
tended the “Faith-to Faith”
event at First UMC. Prior to the
event, six women formed a local
Faith Club - two Christians, two
Jews, and two Muslims- to ex-
perience interfaith dialogue for
themselves. Martha is a mem-
ber of the church Interfaith Task
Force, a group that is exploring
ways to educate the congrega-
tion about Islam and Judaism

PINE RIDGE MISSION TRIP

Pine Ridge Mission Trip will continue to collect items through August 23rd in
Fellowship Hall. Look for our display. We need: baby formula, newborn dia-
pers, school items—buy now that the sale are on! Call Theresa Holbrook for

information at 232-9585.
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2008

and foster more interfaith dia-
logue.

As a member of the Administra-
tive Council, she communicates
with program ministry chairper-
sons, the congregation, and with
other churches in the Sub district
and Conference. In her role as
Adult Education Coordinator, her
communications skills facilitated
preparation and publication of the
church’s “Learning for Life” book-
let on educational opportunities
available at First UMC during the
coming year. As a certified life
coach and Spiritual Director, she
works with individuals to facilitate
alignment between their values,
their goals, and their actions in
order that they experience greater
fulfillment in their lives.

Martha offered this closing com-
ment about her experience on
Flight 232: “Surviving the crash of
Flight 232 caused me to look at
the life choices | was making, and
to choose to live in a different
way.”
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Making Life Better with Good Is Not Good Enough

What happens to the children
who come with their mothers as
they flee from domestic abuse
to find shelter at Crossroads
Safehouse? Often, as they deal
with the fear, sadness and un-
certainty of this disruption in
their lives, they struggle to keep
up with school and suffer loneli-
ness as their parents battle with
the issues of police reports,
court cases, child protection
meetings and their own healing.

Thanks to the anonymous dona-
tion that funds the Good Is Not
Good Enough program at First
United Methodist Church, a pro-
gram has been started to help
meet the needs of these chil-
dren. Soon to start its second
year, the Youth Learning, Enrich-
ment, Achievement, and Discov-
ery (LEAD) Program at Cross-
roads Safehouse has already
served over 120 children, and is
able to provide educational ac-
tivities for youth of all ages. Ad-
vocates are available five days
per week to engage in learning
games with infants and tod-
dlers, provide homework assis-
tance to school-aged children,
and offer additional enrichment
activities when no specific
homework is assigned.

Additionally, advocates are avail-
able to work with parents to de-
velop a structured routine in an-

ticipation of their shelter exit and

can provide guidance in encourag-
ing their children, seeking partner-

ships with teachers, and monitor-
ing academic strengths and strug-
gles.

The success of the LEAD Program
has translated to a sense of pride
and dignity among the youth of
Crossroads and comfort and di-
rection to their parents.

What wonderful opportunities our
church has had to reach out to
those in our community whose

needs might otherwise not be met

through the Good Is Not Good
Enough program! The LEAD pro-
gram is only one of the programs
that are funded by Good Is Not
Good Enough. You’ve hopefully
heard about the impact that our
Northern Colorado Faith Library
has already had.

Open two days a week now, in-
stead of only twice a month, our
Kids Closet is supplying clothes
and Christ’s love to many families
who are unable to purchase the
clothes. The Children and Family

Council is planning events to bring

the families of the Kids Closet pa-
trons together to experience the
love that FUMC has to share.

Children who are moving from fos-

ter care to independence are
aided by the Good Is Not Good

Enough donations to the Step-
pin’ Out program.

Through our Adult Education
program, we are striving to be
teaching and learning center
where people grow in faith,
deepen in theological and bibli-
cal reflection, and become
agents of transformation in our
world.

Our Senior Council is working to
start a program, called “Love in
Action”, to serve the elderly, the

needy, theill,
those recov- [ Worship not
ering from because you
illness, those must, but
who are because you
alone and

may.
those who y
are lonely,

through volunteers who provide
assistance with household and
personal needs.

If you would like to help support
these ministries that are funded
through the Good Is Not Good
Enough fund, mark your dona-
tion with “GINGE” on the memo
line. And, volunteer through the
committees that sponsor these
ministries. Together we can
make a positive difference in
our church and our community.
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Notes from the Senior Council

THE SENIOR COUNCIL WANTS YOU!

If you are 55 years of age, or more, the Senior Council WANTS you to join in its activities. And if you wish
to help plan activities, we urge you to attend the monthly meetings. They are held the first Thursday of
each month at 1:00 p.m. in the Conference Room. Current activities include the following;:

Golden Senior Sunday &

Hobby Sunday

This combination Sunday will
be August 30. Seniors will be
honored at services that day.

In honor of Senior Sunday a
tree will be purchased to plant
in the yard of the new Habitat
House. Seniors are urged to
bring Words of Wisdom to be
inscribed for the occupants.
They will be hung on the tree
and presented to the family.

Hobby Sunday has always been
well received. If you have a
hobby you wish to share, call
Gretchen Bennett at 897-2764
to reserve table space.

Double Nickel Lunch-

eons

The luncheons are on the 2nd
Friday of each month except
when a scheduled trip occurs.
The food is good, the compan-
ionship is great and there is
always entertainment. The
next luncheon will be Friday,
August 14 in Fellowship Hall.
The cost is $3.00 per person.

Fall Bus Trip

The fall bus trip will be on Friday,
October 9. Final plans and route
have not been established.
Come join the Senior Council

meeting on Thursday, August 7 to

help make this trip different and
spectacular!

Massages, Field Trip and

Movies

The Council arranges for mas-
sages (at no cost) at the Boulder
College of Massage Therapy,
movie afternoons and other ac-
tivities. These activities are ran-
domly scheduled. Watch the
Sunday bulletins for dates, time
and places.

Birthday Cards

At our monthly Council meeting,
all members present sign cards
for church members celebrating
their 80th+ birthday during that
month. It is always a pleasant
surprise to see how many cards
are sent out each month.

Share and Care Rides
Many seniors are no longer driv-
ing, that does not mean that they
cannot attend services or activi-

ties of the Senior Council. Two
vans are maintained for the pur-
pose of providing transportation.
In addition, the Council maintains
a list of individuals willing to pro-
vide rides to functions.

Care Closet

The Care Closet is full of medical
assistance items. The Council en-
courages use of the equipment as
needed.

“We Care” Basket for the
Military

While the Council sponsors this
activity, all members of FUMC are
urged to keep the basket well sup-
plies.

New Activities in Septem-
ber

A new activity will be announced
in September, one that no doubt
will be well received by seniors
and other.

Do these activities appeal
to you? If so and you do not
already take advantage of
them, please join us!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE HOUR

PREPARATION

We would like to send a big thank
you to the following groups for host-

ing the Sunday morning coffee hour .;
in June and July. k
United Methodist Women, Samari- \

tan Sunday School Class, Open

Hearts Sunday School Class (twice!), Youth Group,
Stephen Ministry, Serendipity Sunday School Class,
and Young Couple Group. Your time and dedica-
tion have been greatly appreciated.

The following groups will be hosting in August:

Aug 2nd Senior Council

Aug 9th Library Committee

Aug 16t Open Hearts Sunday School Class
Aug 23r Adult Education Committee

Aug 30th PLEASE FILL THIS DATE!

We do not have any groups or committees signed
up to help the month of September. Please con-
sider hosting a Sunday or two so we can keep cof-
fee hour going. Contact Jo Ann Belk at 482-2436
or joannbelk@fcfumc.net if you are interested in
helping.







